Lower Sixth Creek Riparian Rehabilitation Report - 2020
During 2020 despite receiving no funding from the Department of Environment Friends of the
Lower Sixth Creek Riparian Rehabilitation continued their work in which is rehabilitating the
bottom end of the Sixth Creek as it runs alongside the Corkscrew Rd just before joining the
River Torrens.
Despite applying for a Community Action grant at the end of 2019 and having a documented
management plan which had guided the impressive work carried out by volunteers and
contractors over the previous three years, the Lower Sixth Creek Riparian Rehabilitation
worksite was not funded in 2020. This meant that the removal of previously poisoned Arundo
and large woody Ash and Willow trees had to stop. However over 300 volunteer hours have
been recorded at monthly working bees including follow up weed management with
herbicides. The achievements have included:
• Weeding maintenance of the previously planted and rehabilitated zones throughout
Zone 1 and 2
• Weed management with ongoing targeted spraying of reoccurring infestations of
Arundo, Ash and Willow tree roots, or targeted hand weeding of Broom and smaller
weeds such as Hemlock, Watsonia, Periwinkle or Blackberry
• Installation and reinstallation of project signage and a picnic table
Weed management
Monthly working bees generally have a focus on some
element of weed management. The use of the SCCG’s
new Sandwich Board was a real asset in making sure
the public passing us were aware of the working bee
and volunteers working.
We held nine working bees between February and
December. A number of new volunteers attended and
we were fortunate to learn from the experience and
expertise they brought to our working bees.
Of course we are always grateful for the same steady band of people (local
residents and members of the South Australian Fly Fishing Association) who
have been with the project since it started! Wherever possible we try and use
minimal disturbance and minimal spraying. Rather than blanket spraying the
working bees focused on targeting a particular weed and pulling or digging it
out. This technique was used with Hemlock and Broom and we also used
halo weeding round the revegetation plantings to minimise competition.
Andrew Rutter ... got that Blackberry!

In keeping with the times
of 2020, our COVID safe
working bees always
asked people to bring
their own tools, gloves
and morning tea with
reminders about social
distancing.
Social distancing at morning tea

Nick and Rhonda ... uncovering the
reveg plants.

Rehabilitation planting
Landholder watering over the summer of previous plantings has assured a good success
rate with revegetation. We have been very fortunate to receive appropriate plants from the
Kersbrook Landcare group at the end of their sale period and some others donated by
members of the Friends of Lower Sixth Creek.
In this way the working bees were also able to include some revegetation planting. This has
included many Banksia marginata and even native raspberries which have been carefully
planted where we can keep an eye on them!

Adam and Mack

Mariana planting

Signage
The new signs which were designed by our local Artist, Larissa were installed by Adelaide
Hills Council at the start of the year. Disappointingly the larger of these had only been in
place for a short time before being vandalised beyond repair. Fortunately, we were able to
apply for a Community Development Grant from Adelaide Hills Council. This was successful
and enabled the production of a replacement sign and again Adelaide Hills Council helped
with the installation in a new location that hopefully will improve the ability to keep it secure.

Grateful for AHC support

Community Engagement and Citizen Science
The year finished on a real high with a Citizen Science Working bee with 24 volunteers
attending. Lots of weeding completed at the start, before learning from the expertise and
support of South Australian Fly Fishing members we participated in the national Bug watch
program, collecting and identifying water bugs living in this part of the Sixth Creek. The
digital microscope made it fascinating for children and adults alike to see the tiny water
invertebrates.

Thanks and Appreciation
As well as thanking all the members of the Friends of Lower Sixth Creek for your ongoing
interest and many different contributions to the project, I would like to acknowledge a
number of sponsors who make the project possible.
• The Sixth Creek Catchment Group as the sponsoring body that enables us to apply
for grants.
• Adelaide Hills Council for the $1300 Community Development grant that enabled
replacement of the Sixth Creek sign and their staff for their ongoing support.
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