Lower Sixth Creek Riparian Rehabilitation Report - 2019
During 2019 the project has made great progress with outcomes achieved in weed
management, rehabilitation planting, signage and community engagement.
Weed management
The poisoning, cutting, stacking and burning the large woody weeds Ash and Willows has
been by far the biggest of the tasks to be carried out and in this last year with many hours
from Bill, Rob and Ulf these have been removed from all of zone 2 and some of zone 3. The
majority of grant funding goes to contractors to poison the Arundo, large woody weeds and
invasive weeds such as Periwinkle.
There is no doubt that Ulf’s help and being able to use machinery has made the task of
stacking these large trees into burning piles possible and much quicker progress this part of
the project than working with manual labour. Thank you to Ulf and Bill and Rob for
chainsawing.

Stacking woody weeds into large burning piles in late summer

Burning in Zone 3 in the winter months

The photos below show the same corner with Lucerne and Ash trees removed and the creek
is much more visible.

Rehabilitation planting
A big thank you to the steady band of helpers who have come along to our monthly working
bees. Summer watering last year and a good winter has seen a reasonably high success
and survival of 2018 plantings and the clearing of large woody weeds has opened up more
areas for rehabilitation plantings. We were fortunate
to have plants donated by Dean Howell and the
Spraggs and then were given more appropriate plants
by the Kersbrook Landcare group at the end of their
sale period. These healthy young seedlings matched
plants identified for rehabilitation planting in the
Management Plan and with watering over this coming
summer we anticipate another good survival rate.
Some of the plantings put in in 2017 are really getting
some height now and working bees often included
weeding to reduce competition with the new
plantings.
Working bees are always fun, with members from the
South Australian Fly Fishing Association often joining
us and neighbours from Montacute and Castambul
getting a chance to catch up at the same time as
2017 Eucalypts planted in Zone 2
weeding or slashing or planting. We generally finish
with a cuppa and bite to eat and look forward to seeing more people join us at the 2020
working bees.
Amazingly our 2019 records show a total of 582 volunteer hours. When DEW values one
volunteer hour at $40.35, by working together we have all contributed $23,483.70 worth of
volunteering!

Bill weeding around the Grand Bindweed

THANK YOU

Regulars Tina and Amanda with Ronda, Mariana and Matilda in the background

Signage
Although you haven’t seen them yet,
Larissa’s creative flair resulted in
two magnificent signs which will be
put up in the new year. Adelaide
Hills Council is helping us with the
installation and I’m sure that people
who visit our lovely valley will be
appreciate what is happening to
rehabilitate the Sixth Creek.
Thank you Larissa.

Community Engagement
Engaging with our local community and raising awareness occurred in a number of ways
and one of these outcomes arose due to some cutting of native vegetation.
Unfortunately as we cleared the creek it made
it easier for the SA Power Network crews to
get in to the lower slopes of the riparian area
in zone 3 which have power lines overhead,
and they cut a number of Banksia Marginata
down as part of the clearing. As a result of
discussing this with SAPN and Active Tree
Services a site meeting was held with their
representative, Catherine Austin and Bill
Spragg and myself. SAPN have now
geotagged the area and will be in contact with
SCCG before carrying out work in future. A
positive community engagement we hope.
Banksia Marginata can be seen as the silver cut material on the hill.

The second very successful community engagement activity was a Weed Management
workshop held on 29th November at the Montacute Institute. The workshop was facilitated by
Catherine Austin the AMLR NRM District Officer Lower Torrens and was a very hands on
evening, identifying the common weeds in our area, how to deal with them and trying out a
range of tools to be effective and safe in getting rid of the weeds .

We had planned to hold an Aboriginal Weaving workshop and were disappointed this
couldn’t be arranged but will keep it as a possibility for the future.
As well as thanking all the members of the Friends of Lower Sixth Creek for your ongoing
interest and many different contributions to the project, I would like to acknowledge a
number of sponsors who make the project possible.
• The Sixth Creek Catchment Group as the sponsoring body that enables us to apply
for grants.
• Adelaide Mt Lofty Ranges Natural Resource Management and Department of
Environment and Water. As well as the $10,000 grant received this year staff are a
huge asset and source of advice and support.
• Adelaide Hills Council and staff for their ongoing support.
The acquittal report for this years grant will be completed soon and made available to you
all.
I am currently applying for another grant for the 2020 year and will keep you all informed of
how successful we are.
Please stay safe over the summer months and hope you come and join us at a working bee
or two during 2020.
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