Lower Sixth Creek Riparian Rehabilitation Project (LSCRRP) September 2017 Report
It has been almost twelve months since the SCCG was successful in applying for and receiving an
Adelaide Hills Council Community Action grant of $2000 and a 2016-2017 Community NRM Action Grant
of $5000 for the LSCRRP and so timely that a report be prepared, to provide in acquittal documents and
also share with the wider Montacute and Adelaide Hills community.
The lower sixth creek was identified as significantly degraded with weed infestation and community in
the Corkscrew Valley had been consulted to gauge interest in a project to rehabilitate this section of
Sixth Creek.
The model of rehabilitating the project site at
the upper Sixth Creek adjacent to Merchants
Rd was used as the basis for planning and
involving community local to the new lower
Sixth Creek project site. This involved seeking
landholder approval and working closely with
officers from DEWNR and AHC to make an
assessment of the state of vegetation in the
riparian areas and the best approach to
rehabilitation of the identified project site.

The 2016 floods which damaged the road and blocked residents access in and out of the Valley created
an urgent imperative to get started with the project. The flood waters flattened the Arundo giving a tiny
glimpse of what the watercourse could look like without weed infestation.

The first working bee was held on 10th December 2016 with a focus on pulling broom along the roadside
riparian zone. This was attended by the Spragg/Womersley, Smith/Fotineas, Earl/de Rugter and
Henschke land owners. A great start and great pile of Broom!

At this same time, the periwinkle adjacent to the bridge was
sprayed. It was difficult to get to the periwinkle as blackberry
and Arundo was extensive and on a steep slope. However,
using the SCCG trailer which is equipped with a 100litre spray
tank and 100 metre hose made it possible and this initial
spraying has been followed with burning and follow up
spraying will occur in the 2017 season and as required.

As volunteer activity was getting started, SCCG began to use the grants to contract experts to prepare a
vegetation study that would inform a management plan to underpin the work over the longer term and
an environmental contractor to start weed eradication.
Botanist, Andrew Crompton conducted field studies of the project site to identify and map the
indigenous flora and dominant weed populations. SCCG worked with Tonia Brown from the Adelaide
Hills Council and the information from Andrew Crompton to prepare a management plan which includes
maps of the project site and the vegetation study. The management plan created five management
zones to support staging the rehabilitation along the project site.
In March 2017, SCCG contracted Russell Troon of Environmental Contracting Services P/L to spray
Arundo and drill and fill Ash and Willow trees in management zone 1 and 3. This was completed before
the end of Spring and we fortunate to have NRM allocate some extra funding for the treatment of most
of the remaining Willow and Ash growing on the road verge through management zone 2 and 5.
With plenty of dead trees and Arundo to start dealing with a working bee was scheduled for July 22nd
and combined with lunch and a Vegetation Study walk with Andrew Crompton, the botanist who carried
out and documented the vegetation study. This working bee was advertised to local community, SCCG
members and the SA Fly Fishing Association. The Fly Fishing members have a long association with the
Sixth Creek and have been welcomed as volunteers to help with the SCCG projects. Sixteen people
attended and volunteers spent the morning dealing with weeds. There seemed to be Arundo
everywhere!

The big corner at Smiths property in management zone 3 was full of poisoned Arundo which was
flattened and stacked for burning. Great to have the SAFFA members’ muscle with this job and
mechanical help certainly speeded it up and this patch was successfully burned over the next two days.

It’s fair to say this working bee gave us a better idea of how to progress with working bees which were
then scheduled for the third Saturday morning of each month.
The Vegetation Study walk was an excellent opportunity to learn from Andrew about the variety of
indigenous plats that are growing along the creek riparian areas and we will gradually see expand as the
zones are rehabilitated. One of the youngest SCCG identified and collected examples of wanted and
unwanted plants along the walk.

Working bees have been conducted each month with significant progress being made in the cutting and
stacking of Willow and Ash. The Adelaide Hills Council had agreed to lop the dead trees overhanging the
road, to ensure no public hazard resulted from them being poisoned and this was completed in August.
Every hour of volunteer time is valued and makes a difference in this rehabilitation project and we are
ever so grateful for the progress made by volunteers using loppers, chainsaws and Ulf Thorstensson’s
crawler machine to lift and stack logs so they can be burned.

Initial attempts to burn the
poisoned, cut and stacked willow
and Arundo flared briefly but with
limited success to get large stacks
burning, although it did burn the
periwinkle which had been sprayed
in December 2016. Some wood piles
have now been covered with plastic
to try and speed drying, while all the
poisoned Arundo has been flattened
and stacked high on the southern
bank. The group will attempt to burn
them before the fire season begins.

Other small but important jobs have been carried out at the working bees. These have included
removing Arundo from the one clump of Phragmites that is growing just above the junction with the
Gorge Rd.

Also beginning to identify by staking indigenous plants highlighted in the Vegetation Study and taking
cuttings for use in revegetation.

Logania and Greater Bindweed cuttings

The September working bee which cleared
lots more willow below the bridge, was
also followed up with more volunteer
hours by Ulf and his trusty machine to
complete stacking the Arundo and willow
adjacent to the bridge in management
zone 1.

